Chapter VIII
THE BOW

IN the foregoing chapters I have tried to show, in more
or less general terms, that the usually accepted theories
of invention are fallacious. In the following chapters I shall
consider certain inventions in detail, and shall show that
those who have made a scientific study of them have in
almost every case been driven to the conclusion that, how-
ever simple and obvious familiarity makes them seem to us,
they must, in feet, have been made once only at one place,
and thence diflused to the rest of the world. I shall begin
with the bow, but before actually reaching it shall have to
make what may seem a digression.

In parts of West Africa flintlock muskets, of a type similar
to those used in Europe a hundred and fifty years ago, are
still used by the natives. Nobody, however, maintains that
the West Africans produced these muskets by a process of
independent invention, and that it is only owing to the back-
wardness of their culture that they have not a more efficient
weapon.

On the north-west frontier of India there is a well-known
factory at which certain Pathans make breech-loading rifles
of a crude but fairly effective type, and in this area many
firearms of older pattern are also to be found. Nobody
suggests, however^ that the Pathans have progressed from
muzde-loading to breech-loading rifles by a process of
independent invention.

There is no theoretical impossibility in the idea that the
West Africans might have invented muskets, or that the
Pathans might have progressed by themselves from the
muzzle-loader to the breech-loader. It might plausibly be
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